
Notes reearding the amended substitution rules for 2018.

The National Championship competitions are divided into 4 groups;

o Group A - Singles, Pairs, Triples & Fours

o Group B - Over 55 Singles and Fours

o Group C - Mixed Pairs

o Group D - Under 25 Singles

Stage 1 competitions will be played at different times so as not to clash.

Stage 2 competitions will be separated as much as possible and any duplication of qualifiers will be

accommodated.

To make the competitions more accessible and increase opportunity for players the substitution

rules have been amended.

Players may now be substituted and then return to the competitions in the following circumstances,

with the basic principle being that a player can substitute provided that they have not played and

been knocked in the same Group of competitions.

A player cannot move directly from one discipline or team into another i.e. from a Triples into a Pairs

or another Pairs team, a substitute who has played in the Group then missed a game or a player who

has not played in the Group before can only be used as a substitute.

Players can only play in one competition within the same group at a time.

The number of times a substitute can be used remains the same;

Singles

Pairs

Triples

Fours

1 substitute

2 substitutes

3 substitutes

4 substitutes

Each time any player is substituted counts as 1 substitution.

Stage 1- District Championship

o Only 1 substitute is permitted in all the singles

o ln Group A, B, C and D, players can play in any round, then be substituted and then return to

any competition in the same Group or play in any other Group (provided they comply with

the age rules), provided they have not been knocked out in the same Group of competitions.

o The players who win the District Championship will be the clubs registered players for the

Second StaBe.
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Stage 2 - National Finals

The substitution rules remains the same in that only 1 substitute is permitted in all

competitions.

ln the Singles no substitute is permitted after the 1't round.

Players can be used as substitutes who have either

o Played in the same group of competitions but not knocked out or

o Players who have not played in any of the same group of competitions.

Examples of substitutions in the First Stage;

Any player who has not played in a competition in a Group can be used as a substitute.

Player 'A' plays and wins in 2 rounds of the Pairs but can't play in the next round. lf the Pair

continues to win the player can return to the Pairs competition, as a substitute, in

subsequent rounds. This would count as 2 substitutions. Alternatively the player could be

used as a substitute in another Pair entered by the club or any of the other competitions in

that group i.e. Singles, Triples or Fours.

Player 'A' plays in the Pairs and is knocked out they cannot be used as a substitute in any

other competitions in the same group. They can still play in the Mixed Pairs, Under 25's and

Over 55's, age permitting.

Player 'B' plays in the Over 55 Singles and wins but can't play in the next round. Player 'B'

can be substituted, only one substitute is permitted in the Singles and Player 'B' could not

return to the Singles but they, could be used as a substitute in the Over 55 Fours.

Player'B' is knocked out of the Over 55 Singles or Fours they cannot be used as a substitute

in any other Over 55 competition. All players can still play in the Singles, Pairs, Triples or

Fours and the Mixed Pairs.

Player'C' plays and wins in the Mixed Pairs, they can be substituted and then return to the

winning Mixed Pair in a later round, this would count as 2 substitutions. Alternatively they

could be used as a substitute in another Mixed Pair from the club.

Player'C' is knocked out in any round of the Mixed Pairs, they cannot be used as a substitute

in another Mixed Pair. Players can still play in the Singles Pairs Triples or Fours, Over 55's and

Under 25's, age permitting.

Player 'D' plays and wins in the Under 25 Singles but can't play the next round. This player

can be substituted but only one substitute is permitted so they cannot return to the Under

25 Singles competition. The player can still play in the Singles, Pairs, Triples or Fours and

Mixed Pairs.

A club has entries in the Group A competitions. A player drops out of the Pair, for example, a

player cannot move directly from the Triple into the Pair, a substitute who has played in the

Group then missed a game or a player who has not played in the Group before can only be

used as a substitute.

a
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